ITALIAN SPEAKER SERIES
Italian Charities of America
83-20 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst NY 11373
Italian Charities of America proud to be sponsoring its very own Spring Italian Speaker Series. We will
be featuring various topics pertaining to Italian history, art, culture, heritage and experiences.
The event will be held on the 2nd floor of the Italian Charities of America building (elevator available).
Free admission & open to the public.
Complimentary refreshments, wine and snacks will be served.
March 26th, 2019 from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
“Italy and the Middle Ages”
This presentation will be given by Christina McGrath, a PhD candidate
in Italian and Comparative Literature at Columbia University, where she
also teaches Italian. Boccaccio's Decameron, set in Florence during the
devastation of the Black Death, is a text whose humor and insight have
inspired readers since its completion in 1353. A text of enormous cultural
import, the Decameron has much to teach us about the Middle Ages,
Italian identity, and the development of the modern novel. Most significantly,
it is deeply relatable even today: we as readers can see our own joys and
struggles in the lives of Boccaccio's characters.

April 8th, 2019 from 7:00 pm to 9:00pm
Movie Screening of the Italian Film "Focaccia Blues" followed by Discussion
Movie Showing of the docufiction film "Focaccia Blues" by Italian
filmmaker Nico Cirasola and discussion to follow. Focaccia Blues is
introduced and discussed by Dr. Chiara De Santi, an Assistant Professor
of Modern Languages at Farmingdale State College, SUNY, and a specialist
of Italian cinema, language, and culture. The film; Focaccia Blues is a 2009
docufiction by Italian filmmaker, Nico Cirasola, and it tells the story of a
focacceria in Altamura, which was apparently instrumental to the closure of
a McDonald’s in the same Apulian city. After the screening, we will discuss the
docufiction as the representation of campanilismo, namely the antagonism
between two cities, a concept dating back to the Middle Ages. In the
docufiction, campanilismo is depicted as competition between the U.S.,
representing the fast-food philosophy, and Italy, the birthplace of
the Slow Food movement.

May 8th, 2019 from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
"Italian Americans and Faith"
Our guest speaker Monsignor David L. Cassato, who is the Diocesan
Coordinator of the Italian Ministry will be discussing the topic of Italian
Americans and Faith. He will describe the experience of ministering to
the Italian American Community through the Diocese of
Brooklyn's "Italian Apostolate".
For inquiries call or email at: 718-478-3100
italiancharitiesofamerica@gmail.com
Follow us on
@italiancharitiesofamerica
https://italiancharities.org/
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